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the Supreme Court and a handful of coura-
geous Senators have forced the administration 
to revisit them. Yet, the legislation before the 
House—legislation supported by Republicans 
in the House, Senate, and White House— 
would do little to rein them in. 

In fact, under the proposed legislation, the 
Administration could continue to arbitrarily ar-
rest and detain foreign citizens. It could con-
tinue to imprison these detainees indefinitely, 
without standard judicial protections such as 
their right to challenge their detention in court 
and the right of the accused to know the 
charges against them. And, despite the cov-
erage granted to the so-called compromise 
between the White House and Senate Repub-
licans, the Administration would still be able to 
continue practices that violate the Geneva 
Conventions prohibition of torture. 

Many have argued that we must prioritize 
winning the war on terrorism above consider-
ations for the rights of detainees accused of 
having links to terrorism, as if the two were al-
ways mutually exclusive. It might be tempting 
to understand the issue in such simple terms, 
but we should resist that temptation. 

It is certainly true that terrorism is such a 
grave threat to our nation that, in some cir-
cumstances, extraordinary actions may be 
necessary to protect American lives. The 
question we should be asking, however, is 
whether particular policies advance our fight 
against terrorism, both now and over the long 
term. In this case, the moral argument—that 
potentially innocent detainees do have rights 
that should be protected—is in line with the 
appropriate strategic argument. 

In the short-term, the Administration’s ap-
proach fails because, as current and former 
military and intelligence officers have repeat-
edly stated, torture does not reliably produce 
actionable intelligence. In addition to the state-
ments of these experts, we have hard evi-
dence: the New York Times has reported that, 
according to our military, interrogators were 
able to obtain up to 50 percent more action-
able intelligence from detainees at Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq after coercive practices like 
hooding, stripping, and sleep deprivation were 
banned. 

In the long-term, the Bush administration’s 
approach is even more detrimental to our 
progress in the war on terrorism. First, it is al-
ready having disastrous repercussions on our 
effort to win the hearts and minds of those at 
risk of being tempted by terrorist recruiters. 
Let us be clear: while stopping active terrorists 
is a critical challenge, disrupting the develop-
ment of new generations of terrorists is the 
single most important task in winning the war 
on terrorism. Every person that we can per-
suade to renounce violence and cast his or 
her lot with the forces of moderation is one 
fewer threat to our Nation, one fewer potential 
airplane hijacker or train bomber. 

Winning hearts and minds is no exercise in 
sentimentality; it is perhaps the key strategy in 
protecting our Nation from another 9–11. The 
Administration’s approach negates such ef-
forts, as it essentially endorses indefinite im-
prisonment, arbitrary detention, and treatment 
of detainees in violation of the Geneva Con-
ventions. 

The Administration’s approach further harms 
our progress in the war on terrorism by plac-
ing our own troops at risk. It sends a dan-
gerous signal to other nations that the United 
States has endorsed these practices for for-

eign detainees, inviting these nations to visit 
the same practices upon our own troops. It is 
that risk that has led several top-ranking 
former military leaders to object to the Admin-
istration’s proposal. 

There is no question that a system is need-
ed for bringing terrorists to justice. But doing 
it the wrong way will impede our ability to stop 
terrorists in the future. And the Bush adminis-
tration’s approach is, quite clearly, the wrong 
way. Victory in the war on terrorism demands, 
and the American people deserve, a smarter 
approach, consistent with the values that have 
made our country great. 

Mr. Speaker, we can choose a smart, effec-
tive strategy for combating terrorism that 
makes our Nation safer, or we can opt for an 
irresponsible, shortsighted approach that un-
dermines our progress. These bills represent 
the latter. I strongly urge my colleagues to op-
pose them. 

f 

COMMENDING THE MAGIC SCHOOL 
BUS ON ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I congratulate 
and recognize The Magic School Bus on the 
occasion of its 20th anniversary. 

As many of my colleagues know, The Magic 
School Bus is a unique series of books, tele-
vision programs and teaching materials for 
children that encourage a love of science and 
inspire positive attitudes toward math and 
science education. 

What my colleagues may not know is that 
with 131 book titles and more than 58 million 
books in print, The Magic School Bus is one 
of the most successful children’s science se-
ries, and it continues to grow in popularity 
every day. This series has earned numerous 
prestigious national recognition awards. 

I am proud to support The Magic School 
Bus and its partnership with the National 
Science Foundation in a television series and 
museum exhibit, and I commend the Magic 
School Bus for its tireless efforts. 

Congratulations to The Magic School Bus 
on this occasion of its 20th anniversary. May 
these efforts continue to spark the curiosity of 
millions of children and help motivate children 
to further pursue their interests in math and 
science. 
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CHILD INTERSTATE ABORTION 
NOTIFICATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM NUSSLE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 26, 2006 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Child Custody Protection Act 
(S. 403). This important legislation protects 
our children by imposing stiff penalties on 
adults who evade State parental consent laws 
to transport a minor across State lines for the 
sole purpose of having an abortion. 

I believe we must protect our children from 
being exploited or coerced into having an 

abortion and reaffirm the rights of parents to 
be involved in the important decisions of their 
lives. We currently require parental consent 
forms for field trips, sports and other activities. 
It’s only common-sense that these important 
laws are not circumvented for the purpose of 
performing an abortion. 

With over 50 percent of States having pa-
rental consent laws on the books, I believe it 
is imperative the Child Custody Protection Act 
become law to protect those who may not be 
able to protect themselves from harm as well 
as to ensure that these important state laws 
are respected. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FORTIETH AN-
NIVERSARY OF TRINITY BAP-
TIST CHURCH 

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Trinity Baptist 
Church of Asheville, North Carolina. On Octo-
ber 1, 2006 Trinity Baptist will celebrate 40 
years of service to the people of Western 
North Carolina, and I commend them for the 
leadership and tireless work they have contrib-
uted to the Asheville community. 

With 60 members under the direction of 
Rev. Ralph Sexton, Sr. as the Pastor and Dr. 
James A. Stewart as the Honorary Pastor, a 
building for Trinity Baptist Church founded 
upon the scripture from Psalm 127:1, ‘‘Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it.’’ 

For 13 years, Dr. Ralph Sexton, Jr. served 
as staff evangelist and youth pastor under his 
father. On the first Sunday of April 1988, upon 
his father’s resignation as senior pastor, Dr. 
Ralph Sexton, Jr. became the senior pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church. As the church contin-
ued to grow, mission outreach was increased 
both at home and abroad. 

To meet the needs of the growing con-
gregation, several buildings have been erect-
ed. The Family Life Center was built in 1984 
housing office space, a kitchen, fellowship 
room and gymnasium, to provide a space for 
fun, food and fellowship for the whole family. 
In 1992 a Baby Palace was added to meet the 
need of the growing families of the church. 

A Bible Institute program was started in 
1989 for those who wish to devote their lives 
to the ministry of learning to serve; this be-
came a 4-year Bible College in 1993. Most re-
cently the church built a 1,500-seat sanctuary 
which has been named the ‘‘Tabernacle of the 
Mountains’’ in honor of the life and ministry of 
Dr. Ralph Sexton, Sr., who served the con-
gregation for 22 years. 

In 1991, Trinity Baptist Church opened their 
doors to Russian immigrants many of whom 
came to this country because of religious per-
secution. Trinity Baptist Church accommo-
dated the immigrants by providing services in 
their native languages, in addition to spon-
soring many of the immigrants. 

In 1994, the EEOC threatened religious 
freedom by prohibiting any expression of reli-
gious faith in the workplace. Trinity Baptist 
Church worked with me and other area 
churches to preclude these improper regula-
tions. Pastor Sexton and members of Trinity 
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Baptist Church met with me in acknowledge-
ment of our success in fighting for first amend-
ment rights. 

One of the many outreach programs of Trin-
ity Baptist Church is Hearts with Hands. 
Hearts with Hands is a disaster relief organi-
zation that provides humanitarian aide to 
worldwide victims of hurricanes, tornadoes, 
and tsunamis. To this day, this organization is 
still working with many of the victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

Again, it is my privilege to recognize the 
great accomplishments and leadership of Trin-
ity Baptist Church over the past 40 years, and 
I, along with the rest of the United States Con-
gress, wish for their good work to continue. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BEVERLY WILSON 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, whether she 
was called Beverly, Bev, Mom, Grandma, 
Dear Friend or the Mail Lady, Beverly Wilson 
was known by all for her compassion and gen-
erous spirit. Bev was a fifty-year resident of 
Lincoln, California, and served as a postal car-
rier for 26 years. Tragically, Bev was killed in 
the line of duty a mere four weeks short of re-
tirement. 

Beverly dedicated her life to bringing joy to 
those around her. She was an ideal co-work-
er. She gently guided her younger colleagues 
through thoughtful gestures and kind words. 
For no occasion at all, she would surprise her 
fellow workers with homemade baked goods, 
fresh vegetables from her garden, or jarred 
pomegranate jellies. The people who worked 
alongside Bev knew that, in her, they had a 
true friend. 

Her customers thought the world of Bev. 
She took the time to know each of them, and 
her association with the people she serviced 
grew into friendships that lasted decades. 
While seeing them six days a week for twenty- 
six years, Bev shared the lives of her patrons, 
delighting alongside them during their joyous 
moments and providing warm comfort in times 
of sorrow. One of Bev’s sons once asked, 
‘‘How can one little old woman touch the lives 
of so many people?’’ 

Beverly Wilson was the proud mother of five 
children and fifteen grandchildren. While she 
spent so much of her time doing good deeds 
for her customers, co-workers and other 
friends, she always had time for her family. 
Beverly’s fifteen grandchildren could always 
expect a card from ‘‘Grandma Bev’’ on their 
birthdays, as she never missed even one. 

Beverly Wilson remains an example of dedi-
cation and kindheartedness today. When the 
residents of Lincoln, CA visit the new postal 
facility named after her, they will be inspired 
by the memories of such an outstanding and 
considerate individual. 

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN 
TURKMENISTAN 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Commission 
and Vice Chairman of the House International 
Relations Committee, today I introduce this 
resolution on systemic human rights violations 
in Turkmenistan. Freedom House recently 
ranked Turkmenistan as one of the most re-
pressive countries in the world. Along with co-
sponsors Representative JOSEPH R. PITTS and 
Representative MIKE MCINTYRE, we seek to 
put the Government of Turkmenistan on notice 
that these policies must change and that the 
Congress expects improvements in human 
rights observance and democratization. 

The human rights situation in Turkmenistan 
remains abysmal. According to the State De-
partment’s Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices, ‘‘Turkmenistan is an authoritarian 
state dominated by president-for-life 
Saparmurat Niyazov. . . . The government 
continued to commit serious abuses and its 
human rights record remained extremely 
poor.’’ 

Turkmenistan is a one-party state with all 
three branches of government controlled by 
President Niyazov, who was made ‘‘president- 
for-life’’ by the rubber-stamp People’s Council 
in 2003. No opposition is allowed and the 
state promotes a cult of personality around 
President Niyazov, the self-proclaimed 
‘‘Turkmenbashi’’—the father of all Turkmen. 
His likeness is on every public building and 
the currency. Authorities require that his self- 
styled spiritual guidebook, the Rukhnama, be 
taught in all schools and places of work. 

There are consistent reports of security offi-
cials physically abusing, torturing and forcing 
confessions from individuals involved in polit-
ical opposition or human rights advocacy. The 
regime also continues the dreadful Soviet 
practice of using psychiatric hospitals to jail 
dissidents. 

In August, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
correspondent Ogulsapar Muradova and two 
Turkmenistan Helsinki Foundation members 
were sentenced to 6 and 7 years of imprison-
ment, respectively, for their involvement in a 
documentary about Turkmenistan. Sadly, 
Muradova died while in custody just three 
weeks later. 

The resolution therefore urges President 
Niyazov to, among other things, conduct a 
thorough investigation into the death of 
Muradova, free all political/religious prisoners, 
provide ICRC access to all Turkmen prisons, 
and allow peaceful political opposition parties 
to operate freely. The resolution also lays out 
recommended steps for U.S. action, should 
the government not improve respect for de-
mocratization, freedom of movement, human 
rights and religious freedoms. 

The abuses don’t end with repressive ac-
tions against dissidents and reporters. Niyazov 
is also reportedly diverting billions of dollars of 
state funds into his personal off-shore ac-
counts. The ‘‘father of all Turkmen’’ is pillaging 
his country and jeopardizing the future of its 
citizens. 

Consequently, the resolution urges the Gov-
ernment of Turkmenistan to ‘‘end the diversion 

of state funds into President Niyazov’s per-
sonal offshore accounts, and adopt inter-
national best practices as laid forth by the 
International Monetary Fund regarding the dis-
closure and management of oil and gas reve-
nues.’’ In addition, the resolution urges the 
U.S. Government to encourage companies 
dealing in Turkmen gas to increase trans-
parency, and to encourage the European 
Union and other countries not to enter into 
trade agreements with Turkmenistan until the 
‘‘government demonstrates a commitment to 
implementing basic norms of fiscal trans-
parency.’’ To further demonstrate the level of 
Congressional concern regarding the mis-
appropriation of state resources, the resolution 
recommends the U.S. Government issue ‘‘a 
report on the personal assets and wealth of 
President Niyazov.’’ 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this 
resolution is to bring to the attention of the 
Congress and the world the appalling human 
rights record of the Government of 
Turkmenistan. The resolution is timely, as the 
European Parliament will soon consider an en-
hanced trade relationship with Turkmenistan. I 
hope this resolution will be a catalyst for 
change and that President Niyazov will initiate 
serious and far-reaching reforms. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE IMPROVE-
MENTS OF CAPUCHINO HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating Capuchino 
High School’s successes since the passage of 
the November 2000 bond issue, Measure D, 
in San Mateo County. I am so proud of the 
foresight my neighbors and friends had when 
they approved the bond that has created the 
extraordinary facilities, so it can match its high 
caliber students. It will be my privilege and 
honor to join the Capuchino High School com-
munity to commemorate the modernization 
and new construction provided by the bond 
issue, as well as the opening of the new Elec-
tronic Arts Technology Arts Center built with 
the support of a $200,000 grant from Elec-
tronic Arts. 

Like other high schools within my district, 
Capuchino has leveraged the $137.5 million 
bond measure into a $234.5 million capital im-
provement dedicated for an innovative aca-
demic and extra-curricular program designed 
to enhance the teaching-learning environment 
for students today and tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker, Capuchino is a California Dis-
tinguished School and is recognized for its ex-
traordinary didactic methods. Academically 
strong, Capuchino offers the highly prestigious 
International Baccalaureate Program and is 
one of only 60 schools in the state and 400 
across the country qualified to offer such a rig-
orous college-preparatory curriculum. 

I am very proud that Electronic Arts, one of 
my district’s largest employers, was able to 
contribute in building this state of the art tech-
nology arts center. Because of Capuchino 
High School’s excellence, it was selected as 
one of 250 schools nationwide to receive a 
Carnegie Grant and was selected to share in 
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